When Ahrimanes first assumed his sway over man and the world, his genii rapidly effected their task of misery and corruption. Blood flowed in feuds and in war, at the beck of tyrants, and on the altars of superstition, where he was worshipped under unnumbered names by the abject and terrified race of man. He delighted in the spectacle of war and desolation; he sent forth beasts of prey, and signalized his dominion by storms and earthquakes and volcanoes. Men fell prostrate before him, and only seemed emulous who should be his most effectual votaries. But as he threw his glance over the world he discovered that some of the genii of Oromazes still lingered among mankind in the mountain-vales and by the shores of the lonely torrent, and that some individuals of the human race still resisted his power.
In particular he distinguished an island in the Araxes, where the inhabitants yet lived in primitive simplicity. To this island he despatched a chosen number of his genii. They effected their task of corruption with rapidity; but two lovers, Darassah and Kelasris, remained incorruptible. Against these therefore they directed the full torrent of their vengeance. The genii of Oromazes watched over their fate; but the power of the evil genii became gradually superior. [107]hast. Every
